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When I asked for details, I received the following reply1:
What a contrast between Amarnath and lorries! There was
a time when pilgrims travelled on foot from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir and then, after suffering many hardships, ascended Amar-
nath. Even in those days, there was danger to life. We have no
figures about the number of people who in those days lost their
dear lives while in quest of religious merit, as there were no
figures about other things. That was a true pilgrimage.
Today, motor-lorries unload pilgrims at the foothills of
Amarnath, just as they would unload goods and the pilgrims on
their part regard it as a meritorious deed to travel in such com-
fort. The remaining distance has to be covered by foot or on
horseback and this the pilgrims somehow manage to do. They
would readily accept if anyone was prepared to carry them right
up to their destination or go in an aeroplane if it would take
them straight to the top of Amarnath.
Thus, human beings, while hankering after comforts, undergo
hardships and even court death yielding to religious sentiments.
This involves blind faith. Such faith craves for happiness but
is prepared to undergo hardships, whereas pure, genuine faith
finds happiness in undergoing physical suffering and hence it realizes
that, while reaching Amarnath by aeroplane satisfies one's curiosity,
it cannot be called a pilgrimage. Those having genuine faith
would go walking barefoot and would disregard thorns, heat or cold,
the danger from tigers or wolves and even though they might not
reach Amarnath, they would acquire the same merit, Although
the four ways of travelling by plane, by car, by train or on foot
are open to them, they would feel happy in choosing the fourth
alternative. When people acquire such determination, their dharma
would acquire an altogether new form. Then it would make no
distinction between the pilgrimage to Amarnath and that to
swaraj. They would regard it as a religious merit to suffer hard-
ships while going to Amarnath and also regard it as such to be
sent to the gallows for the sake of swaraj. Those who retreat do
not know their dharma.
A servant of the people has before him the unlimited field of
the people's faith through which he can serve them. Vallabhbhai has
discovered this. He taught the people that it was their dharma to
offer non-violent resistance to the Government. The people were
1 This is not translated here. About 5,000 men, women and children,
going on a pilgrimage to Amarnath, were caught in torrential rains which lasted
a week and disrupted all communications.